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Garrard Mayor. | 


Martis vii. die Februarii, 1709 Anneq 3 b 
| Regni Regina Anne, Magna Britannia, 
Cc. Odtavo. | ; 


| HIS Court doth defire Dr. Snape to 
Print his Sermon, Preach'd at the Ca- 6 
| thedral Church of St. Paul, before the 
Lord-Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of this 
City, on Monday the Thirtieth of January laſt, | 
being the Day of Humiliation for the Martyr- 
dom of King Charles the Firſt. 


GIBSON. 


89. 


1 KINGS, XXI. 9, 10. 


Proclaim a Faſt, and ſet Naboth on high among 
the People: | | 

And ſet Two Men, Sons of Belial, before him, to 
bear Witneſs againſt him ſaying, Thou didſt blaſe 
pheme God and the Kjng : And then carry him 
out and ſtone him, that he may die. 


HERE is ſcarce any one Inſtance of the 

ſhedding innocent Blood recorded in Holy 

Scripture, which has not at ſome time or 
other been apply'd to the Occaſion of this Day's So- 


lemnity, even that of our bleſſed Saviour not excepted, 


"Whoſe Steps we have with one Voice declar'd in the 


Service of the Church the bleſſed Martyr | 
cheerfaily to have follow'd. But here in- as * 
Aeed it concerns us to tread warily. We Dor. . 


Can only affirm of the greateſt Saints and 


brighteſt Luminaries of the Church, that they have 
made ſome faint Approaches toward that great Ex- 
emplar, without preſuming to equal either the Merits 
or the Sufferings of any meer Man to thoſe of our 
crucify'd Redeemer : In all other Parallels there is 
leſs Danger of Exceſs, ſince moſt of em will be found, 
in many Circumſtances, to fall ſhort of the Fact com- 
mitted on this Day. AE OED 

Now attho' in ſuch a comparative way of arguing, 
where we ſingle out ſome remarkable Paſſage from 
the Records of paſt Ages, and adapt it, as far as it 
will naturally bear, to ow Aſter-Ocurrence hee 
1 8 1. as 


i 
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has fall'n out nearer our own Times, it cannot be 
expected that both the Caſes ſhould be in all Reſpects 
exactly the ſame, without the leaſt variation, yet 
when we c2n point out ſome of the principal and 


 Maſter-Strokes of each of em which have a near Re- 


ſemblance of one another, when the Methods and 


Ways of Acting, the Motives and Inducements to it, 


with other concurrent Circumſtances, are the ſame; 
this may be enough to juſtify the Choice of the Sub- 
ject, and make it ſerve at leaſt as a fair Introduction 


to the Matter in Debate. 


mention this, becauſe of one remarkable Diſagree- 
ment, which you muſt needs have been before-hand 
with me in obſerving, between the Caſe of Nabot h, 


and that of this Day's Royal Sufferer, who as he had 


Liv'd the Ornament, ſo Died the Martyr of the 1 2 
liſh Church and Monarchy : And that is, that in the 
former of em, an innocent Subject was Murder'd by 
a wicked King (or at leaſt by his Inſtruments and 
Agents, not without his Approbation and Conſent, 
as appear'd by his ſubſequent Behaviour, in ſeizing, 
his Inheritance, as well as by his own Confeſſion, when 
he ſubmitted to the Prophets Charge, and humbled 


himſelf for it) whereas 1a the latter, a juſt and pious 
King was depriv'd at once of his Crown and Life by . - 


wicked and rebellious Subjeas, But there are other 
Reſemblances between 'em, that will make Amends 
for this Diſparity. And therefore I ſhall proceed. 


I. To draw a Parallel between the two Caſes, and 
ſhew what is common to 'em both. 


II. To conſider the Nature and Conſequences of the 
Fact committed on this Day, And. | 


III. I ſhall conclude with one or two Moral Re- 
3 


| Kections. ; 


\ 
| 
: 


before the Lord-Mayor, . 


I. I am to draw a Parallel between the two Caſes, 
and ſhow what is common to 'em both. Here then we 


may obſerve, that the Perſons compar'd were both 


good Men: Both were Murder'd with a pretended 
Show of Juſtice, and with Religious Solemnities: Both 
for the ſame Cauſe, becauſe they would not part with 
the Inheritance of their Fathers; Neither of 'em ſuffer'd 
ſingly; but the Enemies of each extended their Malice 
to the whole Race of 'em. | 

Firſt I ſay they were both good Men. That Na- 


both was ſo, we may very fairly conjecture from his 


Behaviour in the Matter of the Vineyard; and from 
the Severity of God's Wrath toward Ahab and his 
Family, for unjuſtly putting him to Death. For al- 
tho? the Murder even of a wicked Man, either by 
falfe Accuſation, or ſecret Treachery, is a very hei- 
nous and deteſtable Thing ; (and that Life that is for- 
feited to Juſtice by a Thouſand real Crimes, yet if in- 
nocent quoad hoc, and taken away by wicked Suborna- 
tion, on weak and inſufficient Evidence, for that which 
is not a Crime, or which was not committed, will de- 
rive a Sentence of Blood-guiltineſs, nay, of the Shed- 


ding innocent Blood, on the Contrivers and Actors 
in ſuch an Execution;) yet we cannot ſuppoſe, that 


this is, in ſo exceſſive a Degree, provoking, or that 
it entails the Divine Vengeance on ſo many Generati- 
ons, as when the Perſon Condemn'd is eminent for 
Piety and Virtue. i 
If indeed we were to judge of Things by their firſt 
Appearance, the Carriage of Naboth toward Aab, 
in, denying him his Vineyard, might ſeem tc have 


been very Churliſh and Undutiful, eſpecially when 


offer'd a better Vineyard in Exchange for it, or an 
equivalent in Mony. And the Kings condeſcending, 
way of Addreſs, when he thus expreſſes himſelf, /f 
it ſhall ſcem good to thee, and if it ſha!! pleaſe _ 5 
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might be thought to have deſerv'd a better Anſwer 
than, I will not give thee my Vineyard. 

But we muſt conſider on the other Hand, that the 
Thing which the King deſir'd, was abſolutely Un- 
lawful, and expreſly forbid by the Command of God; 
the ſmalleſt Ceremony of whoſe Appointment could 
not be diſpens'd with. We may learn from Lev. 25. 
and Num. 36. how ſtraitly the Jews were enjoyn'd 
to look upon the Inheritance of their Fathers as Sa- 
cred: The very numerical Lands and Poſſeſſions were 
to be continually preſerv'd in the reſpective Families 
to which they were allotted, and the prefent Occu- 
pants had no Power of totally alicnating em, but 
only till they could be redeem'd by one of their Kin, 
and not ſo long as that, if a Year of Jubilee fhould 
firſt happen, when all Things were to be reſtor'd as 
at the beginning: And even that temporary Alienati- 
on was not to be made, but under the Preſſure of ex- 
treme Neceſlity, which it ſeems was not Naboth's 
Caſe. So that he look'd on the Propoſal, as a Thing 
he could not with a ſafe Conſcience comply with, and. 
therefote ſpeaks, you ſee, with ſome abhorrence of it, 
(tho? not altogether ſo bluntly as Ahab repeated it 
to his Wife) The Lord forbid it me, that I ſhould give 
the Inheritance of my Fathers unto thee. From this L 
ſay, and the other Conſideration before mention'd, 
we may reaſonably infer that Naboth was a Man of 
Uprightneſs and Integrity; tho' the Scripture has di- 
ſtinguiſh'd him by no other Title, but that of Nabot h 


the FJeſraelite. 


But we have better Arguments than bare Con- 
jectures and remote Concluſions to induce us to be- 
lieve that our Martyr'd Sovereign was highly deſerv- 
ing of this Character, of which we have all the Proof 
and Demonſtration that tis poſſible for one Man to 
have of the Integrity of another. N 


Tis 


—_— 


2 _ 


before the-Lord-Mayor, C&c. 7 


*Tis true, God alone is an infallible Judge and Diſ- 
cerner of the Heart; he only beholds with an uner- 
ring Eye the Uprightneſs or Obliquity of Human 
Thoughts and Intentions ; and therefore none but he 
can abſolutely and deciſively pronounce of any Perſon 
that he is either Holy and Sincere, or Wicked and 
Prophane. 5 | 

But we Men muſt form our Judgement from the 
outward Actions, and whereſoever we find a regular 
Conduct, where all the Duties to God and Man, as 
far as we can obſerve, are exactly and punctually diſ- - 
charg'd, where there are no viſible InfraQtions of Di- 
vine or Human Laws, or none but ſuch as may be 
imputed to Human Frailty ; we are to look upon a 
_ Perſon fo qualified as a Man of Probity and Virtue. 

This is no more than is due in common Fuſtice. But 
Chriſtian Charity will oblige us yet farther, even where 
there are ſome ſuſpicions Appearances, if the Cha- 
raQer of the Perſon be in other Reſpects unblemiſh'd ; 
to err (if we mult err) on the better Side, and make 
a favourable Conſtruction. 

This is Spoken at large, and not that there is any 
Occaſion for this laſt Suppoſal, with Regard to the 
Subject I am upon: There being nothing in the Be- 
haviour of that excellent Prince, that has ſo much as 
an indirect Aſpect, nothing I mean that can affect 
his general Character. | 
When I affirm this I conſider him chiefly as a pri- 
vate Chriſtian, for in his Royal Capacity indeed, as we 
find him repreſented, by the deſigning Artifice of his 
malicious and reſtleſs Enemies, there are faulty Ap- 
pearances enough. And yet the very Perſons, who 
thus induſtriouſly blackned and defam'd him, and 
loaded him with ſo many unjuſt Reproaches on the 
Account of his Regal Adminſtration ; (which can 
never be ſo Excellent, as to give no Handle to the 
Factious, the Guilty, and the Diſappęinted, to * 

an 
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and malign it, and will be always liable to Miſcon- 
ſtruction, the Reaſons of State being ſo Myſterious) 
yet con'd never charge on him any groſs Misbehavi- 
our in Point of Moral Duty, any one habitual Vice, or 
indulg'd Paſſion, tho' they wanted not Means of pry- 


ing, into his moſt ſecret, Commerce and private Cor- 


reſpondence, and nothing, we know, is ſo quick- 
fighted as Maliee. 

His Devotion to God was regular and conſtant 
both in public and in private, and that, not cold and 
formal, but with an ardent Zeal and enflam'd 
Affection. In the midſt of the perplexing Cares 
that encompaſs a Throne, and with which hos 
Throne was peculiarly beſet ; he always found Lei- 
ſare for the Exerciſes of Religion : He was never 
ſo dazted with the Splendor of an Earthly Crown, as 
not to prefer before it a Heavenly and Immortal One: 
Nor was he ever unmindful of this important Truth, 
that as his Subjects were accountable to him; (tho' in 
the End they quite inverted that Order) ſo was he him- 
ſelf to render an Account of his Actions at a greater 
Tribunal before the King of Kings. | 

In the midſt of the higheſt Plenty, and all the 
Means of gratifying a ſenſual Appetite that Royal 
Aſflueuce cou'd Adminiſter, he was remarkably Tem- 
perate, Chaſt and Sober. His Conjugal Affection has 
been even imputed-as a Crime, He was an inviolable 
Obſerver of his Matrimonial Vow, a Virtue not 00 
common in the World, a very rare one indeed in 
Princes. Nor was he leſs eminent for Clemency and 


Juſtice, and a tender Regard for the Welfare of his 
Subjects. | | 


\ 


And if we conſider him in the laſt Scene of his 
Life, in his Behaviour both before, and at the Scaffold; 
we may obſerve an admirable Compoſition of Chriſti- 
an Meekneſs, and Royal Grandeur, how under the 
extremeſt Preſſures he wou'd never be prevail'd with, 
Tre bn l | = 
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to do any thing unbecoming either the Chriſtian or 
the King. | 

As he had Liv'd, he Died a true Profeſſor of the 
pureſt reform'd Faith: And his Character has this 
Advantage, even from the reproach;ul manner of his 
Death; that his laſt Declaration ſo publickly made in 
the Face of the World, was not capable of being de- 
nied, or miſrepreſented. Whereas had they diſ- 
patch'd him by Poiſon or Aſſaſſination, or any other 
way of Murder, that had carried leſs of Pomp and 
Oſtentatian ; the Accuſation had been obvious, that 
he Died a Papiſt, which bis Enemies would not have 
fail'd to have reported, and his Friends could not ſo 
convincingly have diſprov'd. 

His admirable and inſtructing Legacy to his Chil- 
dren, his Praying for his Murderers, his patient Re- 
ſignation to the Will of God, and indeed all the ſe- 
veral Parts of his Deportment at that diſmal Junfure 
do conſpire to raiſe in us the higheſt Eſteem and 
Veneration for his Memory. And ſure we may allow 
to one who was endu'd with fo large a Share of Ver- 
tues, with ſo inconſiderable a Mixture of Defeats, 
the Character and Denomination of a good Man. I 
mean, ia a qualified Senſe, for, in an abſolute Senſe, 
we know who has told us, there is none good but 
God. And this is one Point la which Naveth and he 
agree. WT. 

"The next is, that they both were Murder'd with a 
pretended Show of Juſtice, and with Religious So- 
lemnities. 


In order to Naboth's Murder there was a F Pro- 


claim d, a fſelema Aſſembly call d, a formal Accuſation 


forg'd, and ſaborn'd Witneſſes produc'd. The prin- 
cipally intended Wickedneſs was thus uſher'd in wich 
« Preparatory Combination of other Crimes; thus 
cloſely was the Train of. Miſchief laid, by the Con- 
trivance of wicked Jecebel; that Hypocriſy, 22 

N | anc 


10 A Sermon Preachd | 
and falſe Judgment ſhould be the Prelude and Intro- 
duction to Murder. 

And was not this exactly the Caſe of our Royal 
Safferer ? Was there not a Day of Humiliation appoint- 
ed? Was not the nefarious Buſineſs in Agitation dig- 
nified with the ſpecious Title of the Lord's Work ? 
Did not the chief Authors of that Cruelty pretend to 

be ſeeking the Lord, whilſt their Inſtruments were 
embruing their Hands in the Blood of the Lord”: 
Anointed, ; 

How horrtbly did they prophane the Name of God, 
whilſt they invok'd him, as Acceſlary to their Bloody 
Machinations, and beſought him to ſtrengthen their 
Hands 1a that diabolical Work ! How wretchedly did 
they pervert his Word, which teaches all Obedience and 
Reverence to Princes ; whilſt even from thoſe ſacred 
Writings they would pretend to juſtify not only the 
higheſt Infolence and Contempt; but even the actual 
Murder of his Lawful Vicegerent ! To how baſe Purpo- 
ſes were the Ordinances of Religion proſtituted, whilſt 
they faſted for the Succeſs of that impious AR, 
which it requires a perpetual Faſt to deprecate the 
Guilt of: And made long Prayers only for a Pretenſe, 
when they were making a Royal Widow, and de- 
vouring Houſes and Land, ſtately Palaces, and Prince- 
ly Revennes with inſatiable Greedineſs 1 How ill did 

it accord with their profeſt Purity and Godlineſs, af- 
rer they had ſtrain'd at ſo many Gnats, to ſwallow 
ſuch a Camel! a bt 

Could they in reality have been held by any religi- 
ous Ties, they would have paid ſome Regard, if not to 
the general Precepts of Obedience, if not to the for- 
mer Oaths of Allegiance they had taken, yet at leaſt 
to their own Solemn League and Covenant, that precious 
Teſt of Diſloyalty, they fo eagerly contended for, and 

i which they had contt ivd as a Snare for others, _ 
bh HY nro. 
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thro? the Deadneſs of their Conſciences, they were un- 
reſtraia'd themſelves. 
Even that Engagement, rebellious as it was, provided 


for the Security of the King's Perſon, which they were 


bound, by all that was Sacred, to protect and defend; 
and conſequently the putting him to Death, beſides all 
the other bad Circumſtances, was an Act of the moſt 
deliberate Perjury that ever was committed. | 

Bur, as if ſomething was ſtil] wanting to fill up the 
Meaſure of their complicated Impiety, they added Hy- 
pocriſy to the reſt, gave a religious Turn to their exe- 
crable Proceedings, and in the Vepth of all this Miſ- 
chief pretended a Zeal for God's Glory, and to have 
nothing ſo much at Heart as promoting the Purity of 
his Worſhip. | | 

Nor was Piety the only falſe Pretence, they would 
make a Shew of Juſtice too, they would ſeem to do that 
by Law which was an open Violauon of all the Laws 
both of God and Man. To this End was erected a Mock- 
Tribunal of ſelt-created judges, who by virtue of that 
vſurp'd and imaginary Authority preſum'd to ſet before 
'em as a Criminal their unqueſtionably rightful Sove- 


reign ; they had falſe Witneſſes, Sons of Belial, ready 


at hand to have bora their Teſtimony againſt him, and 


to have charg'd him with ſuch Things as he not only 
in Fact was clear of, but which he was not capable of 


committing. 

Naboth indeed might, tho' he did not, have * curs'd 
God and the King; there were really ſuch Offences, tho 
there was no ſuch Offender ; whereas ia the Caſe of 
our martyr'd Prince the Crime its felt was as fititious 
as the Perſonal Charge, he not only was not, but could 
not be guilty of that Treaſon they accus'd him of, ſince 


ET — — — — — 
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* So the Hebrew Verb ſhould be render'd here, as it is elſe- 
where. The Arabick and Cbaldee expreſs it by Two different 
Words: Thou didſt 6l:ſpheme God, and curſe the King. 1 
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| by our kown Conſtitution, it was againſt himſelf only 
| that any Treaſon could be committed. We find in no 
Records the mention of ſuch a Crime as the Leſe-Maje- 
fty of the People, nor that the cruelleſt Tyrants were 
ever tax'd with being Rebels to their own Subjects. Tis 
poſlible for *em to miſgovern, to ſubvert Fundamentals, 


People to a Neceſſity of transferring their Allegiance, 
(of which our own Times have furniſh'd us with an In- 


fer the Puniſhment of Traytors. 

When therefore the good King diſown'd this illegal 
Judicature, and refus'd (as he well might) to plead his 
Cauſe before em, they ſtill went on with a Mask of Ju- 
Rice, and in Mock-Repreſentation of a legal Froceſs to 
fentence and condema him, and ſign a bloody Warrant 
for his Execntion. 

Another Thing in which bis Caſe does nearly reſem- 


Inheritance of their Fathers. 

Naboth might have compounded for his Life, by re- 
linquiſhing his Vineyard, nay, he might have had an 
Equivalent too, but as Le conceiy'd himſelf hound in 
Conſcience religiouſly to preſerve his Original Patri- 
mony, he was under an vnhappy Neceſlity of makiug 
ſach a Refuſal as brought him to that untimely End. 

And the Deſire of his Inheritance was the Motive that 
induc'd our unnatural Comntry-men to take away the 
Life of their lawful King; the iaherent Rights and Pre- 
rogatives of the Crown, which his Royal Predeceſſors 
had nnconteſtably enjoy'd thro* a Succeſſion of many 


in the End violently extorted. What he could depart 
from with Safety to his Conſcience and Honour he gave 
'em by a voluntary Couſent, to preſerve the Quiet of 
the Kingdom; but whea he perceiv'd that nothing 

Wn would 


to abuſe their Truſt, or to forſake it, and drive the 


ſtance) bur chey can never be guilty of Treaſon, nor ſuf- 


ble that of Naboth is, that they both were murder'd for 
the fame Cauſe, becauſe they would not part with the 


Ages, were, one after another, diſputed with him, and _ 


before the Lord-Mayor, &. 13 
would content *em, (their Demands ſtil] riſing as his 
Conceſhons were larger) he adher'd with a ſteddy Reſo- 
lution to thoſe Branches of Power which he judg'd to be 
inſeparable from the Royal Dignity, and parted with - 
them and his Life together. | 

Before they had thus compaſs'd their wicked Ends, 
and were become Maſters of all without Controul, whilſt 
there was yet the Appearance and Shadow of Kingly 
Government, and nothing could be valid without the 
Royal Sanction, even then, tho? they left him the Name, 


they arrogated to themſelves the Power, With what te- 


peated Importunities did they daily tear from him his 
moſt truſted and faithful Servants, under the Character 
of Evil Counſellors, and thruſt into his Preſence and 
Councils their own Mercenary Creatures, Men of noto- 
rious Faction and Diſloyalty, the profeſt Haters both of 
his Perſon and Authority, as the only Men to be confided 
in! How juſtly might he have anſwer'd their haughty 
and unreaſonable Demands, (for ſuch in Effect were 
their hamble Petitions ) in the Words of ths wiſeſt of 
Princes, (When a very improper Applicaclon was made 
to him in behalf of one who had fo little Pretenſion to 


Favour, that Impunity was more than he had deſerv'd) 


Ai for him the Kingdom alſo. 1 Kings, 2. 22. 
They wanted in ſhort ſuch a Power as ſhould create 
Dependences on them, and tie faſt to their Service ſuch 
Inſtruments of Miſchief as they ſhduld have occaſion to 
make uſe of; and not to deſcend to all the ſeveral 
Branches of Royalty, twas Dominion and Government 
they aim'd at, an Aﬀecarion of lording and ruligg ic 
was the real Ground of their ſeditious Outcries, (as the 
Event ſufficieatly ſhew'd} however they varaiſh'd over 
their Deſigns with more plauſible Pretences. | 
Once more we may obſer ve another Reſemblance be- 
tween theſe Two innocent Perſons, in that neither of 
'em ſuffer'd ſingly, but the Enemies of cacti extended 
their Malice to che whole Race of em. Tho? the Hiſto- 


ry 
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ry now before us is filent as to Naboth's Family, and 
only relates what befel him in his own Perſon, yet we 
may learn from 2 Kings, 9. 26. what became of em. 
Surely I have ſeen Teſterday the Blood of Naboth, and the 
Blood of his Sons, ſauh the Lord, and I will requite thee in 
this Plat. | 1 | 

It cannot I confeſs be equally aſfirm'd, with relation 
to our martyr'd Sovereign, that the Blood of hs Sons 
too calls for Vengeance; chat only Stream of Royal 
Blood having been ſpilt that ran within his own Veins, 
but tho' they eſcap'd with Life, (no Thanks to the 
Uſurpers of their Inheritance that they did fo) yet were 
they diveſted of their juſt Rights, which none of *em 
had then done any thing to forfeit, driven into Exile, 
branded with Names of Infamy and Reproach, and de- 
clar'd Traytors and Rebels themſelves, as well as their 
Abettors and Adherents. 

Having ſaid thus much by way of Parallel, give me 
Leave to conclude the Compariſon between theſe Two 
Innocents, as I firſt introduc'd it, with taking Notice 
of one other material Difference between the Two Hi- 
ſtories. Naboth's Murderer, tho' above the Reach of 
Human Juſtice, ſaw, and confeſs'd, and bewaiPd his 
Guilt, and humbled himſelf ſo effectually before God, 
that the Vengeance he requir'd for that innocent Blood, 
(for innocent Blood will be aveng'd, nat is it any Secu- 
rity to us that it was not ſhed by ut, or in our Days) 
was not immediately taken, but poſtpon'd till another 
Generation. 

But the Roya! Murderers ſhew'd no Remorſe, the Re- 
gicides of this Day continu'd to the laſt inflexible and 
ebdurate, their Hearts were ſo harden'd by the juſt 
Judgment of God for their accumulated Wickedneſs, 
that even thoſe of em who, by his peculiar Providence, 
were reſerv'd for Publick Juſtice, were ſo far from any 
Signs of Repentance, that they even glory d in the in- 
human Deed. I come now in the 

II. Place 


— ——Ä— 


before the Lord-Mayor, &c. 15 


H. Place to conſider the Nature and Conſequences 
of the Fact committed on this Day. The Nature of it 
may be in a great meaſure judg'd from what has been 
already ſaid; but farther to convince vs of the enor- 
mous Guilt of it, let us take it as attended with the 
following Circumſtances. | 

For a Sovereign and Hereditary Monarch, (it was 
then an Hereditary Monarchy ſure) after many other 


previous Outrages and Affronts, to be brought to the 


Bar as a common Malefactor, and that before a pretend- 
ed High- Court compos'd of his own Subjects, ſurround- 
ed with a Guard of his own Soldiers, to be arraign'd of 
Treaſon, to be ſentenc'd to Death, and executed an a 
Scaffeld, in his Capital City, and before the Walls of his 
own Palace, and all this to gratify the Ambition or Re- 
venge of a few turbulent Spirits, whilſt a far greater 
Number, who diſapprov'd of that rigorous Extremity, 
could yet be contented to ſtand by as unconcern'd Spe- 
Rators, and ſuffer the bloody Tragedy to be ated, with- 
out offering to interpoſe, or ſtirring to the Reſcue of 
their Prince ; the Fat, Lfay, thus circumſtantiated, is 
not to be equall'd in any Hiſtory, by which Majeſty ic 
ſelf, as well as the Perſon of the King, was ſo outrage- 
oully inſulted. | 

And that all this ſhould be done in a Kingdom, by 
the undoubted and fundamental Laws whereof, (I ſpeak 
in the very Words of a Law, made indeed face the 
horrid Fact, but made, not to conſtitute, but recog- 
nize this Eſſential Prerogative, as antecedently inherent 
in the Crown, that) * neither the Peers of the Realm, nor 
the Commons, nor both together, in Parliament, or out of 
Parliament, nor the People collectively, nor repreſentative- 
ly, nor any other Perſons whatſoever, ever had, have, or 
ought to have, any coercive Power over the Perſons of the 
Kings of the Realm. | 


. * tt. 
dl. 
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* Stat. 12. Car. 2. Chap. 30. §. 7. 1 
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And if no ſuch Authority was lodg'd with the whole 
Body of Subjects, how much leſs could it be claim'd by 
that inconſider able Remnant of one Houſe, which, with- 
out the Concurrence of the other, and whilſt the far 
greater part ol its own Members were kept out by 
Force of Arms, had the Confidence to uſurp the vene- 
rable Name of Parliament. n 
Never was that happy part of our Conſtitution, that 
necefſary Fence again!t arbitrary Rule, and Bulwark of 
_ Engliſh Laws and Liberties, ſo teproachfully perverted; 
never were the People of Erglayd ſo*tnttoly ſaid to be 
repreſented, which they nd more were, by the corrupt 
Refaſe of that Aſſembly, than the Catholicł Church was 
fairly repreſented in the pretended Council of Trent, 
where only thoſe could be admitted who were the 
known Favonrers of the Pope's Supremacy, ant who 
would be ſure to do his Work eſſectually. 5 


v 


But let us ſuppoſe they had a Power over his Perſon, 
and withal that he had miſemploy'd his Reg il Admini- 
ſtration, as much as ſome have repreſeated him to have 
| done; let ns take all for Truth that inveterate Malice l 
| or factious Prejudice has cndeayonr'd to faſten on him, 

0 even theſe Provocations were far from ſufficient 10 
ä Aae ſo extravagant a Remedy as the ſhedding of his 
ood.” | A ee tal Soak 

Much leſs when they iiv'd nader fo mild a Govern- 
ment, and a Prince ſo tender of the Rights and Li- 
berties of his Subjects as he naturally was in his own 


— . „ ²—rꝗjðx 


Temper. | 3 . 

I pretend not to deny that, even in hi Reign, there 
were ſome joſt Cauſes of Complaint, ſome real Grie- 
vances, ſome unwarrantable Impoſit ions and unjuftifi- 
able Demands; Priaces are but Men, and fallibſe like 
other Men, nor is it any great Wonder if' the beſt of 
em miſtake the Exteat of their Prerogative, when per- 
ſuaded into an undue Opicion of ic by thoſe that ſhould 
adviſe em better. ee ee by 


* 
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But how eaſily might thoſe Grievances have been ſet 
right in Time, had. not the rough and undutiful Man- 
ner in which the Redreſs of 'em was ſought made him 
believe for a time there wete none that needed it ? Bur 


7 


when once he was convinc'd of their Reality how wil- 


lingly did he redreſs 'em all, and more than all, that 


could with any Shew of Juſtice be complain'd of, or be 
thought to deſerve the Name of Hardſhips ? How oft- 
en might Things have been brought to a better Tem- 
per, and the unhappy Breach accommodated, had not 
their own Obſtiaacy prevented it, whom no Degree of 
Royal Condeſcenſion would ſatisfy or appeaſe ? But his 
Blood they would have, and his Blood they had, the 
Guile whereof has ever fince lay heavy on this ſinful 
Nation, and even now calls for our deepeſt Humiliati- 
on, to deprecate that Vengeance of Almighty God 
which might juſtly be inflicted on the remote Poſterity of 
the Actors in that unmatural Parricide. 

He has abundantly teſtify'd his Diſpleaſure at it, by 
many bad and miſchievous Conſequences it has produc'd, 


ſome of which we ſtill ſmart under, tho? not the firſt I 


* 


am going to mention, which is, | 
The Confuſion of tlioſe Times that immediately en- 


ſu'd. The miſerable State of Anarchy to which this un- 


bappy Country was reduc'd, after the Extirpation of 

the Royal Family, may be a Warning to all querulous 
Innovators, who are never contented with the preſent 
State of Things; they compaſs'd their With at laſt, 


and had tlie Satisfaction of ſeeing both Kingly and Epiſ- 


copal Government at once aboliſh'd, and themſelves, (as 
they ſuppos d) in a State of Religious and Civil Liberty. 
But did they enjoy that Liberty any otherwiſe than 
in Name? Did it not coſt *em much deater ro main- 
tain their new Lords in their ill- gotten Tyranny, than 
ever it had done to ſupply the Exigences of their law- 
ful Prince * Was the Freedom = Parkament and Right 
| © 
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of Elections more iaviolably kept? Were they leſs mms 


der the Terror of an armed Force? Were there fewer 
Executions, Fines and Impriſonments? Was the Courſe 
of the Law more free and undiſturb'd, or Juſtice more 
equitably and impartially adminiſter'd ? Were the 


Taxes more moderate, the Loans of Money leſs con- 


ſtrain'd, or the Publick Faith, (when no Body knew 
what or where the Publick was) a better Security for 
what was leut than before this violent Convulſion of 


the State? 25 
No, the Reverſe of all this is notoriouſly true, if 


there be any Truth in Hiſtory ; they dream'd and rav'd 


of Oppreſſion before, but they were then oppreſs'd in 
earneſt; they were before chaſtiz'd with imaginary 
Whips, but then with real Scorpions; and ſurely it 
was a juſt Judgment of God upon em for their Incon- 
ſtancy of Temper and Eagerneſs for a Change, that 


when once they had ſhaken off their juſt Allegiance, 


and choſe new Maſters for themſelves, they were after- 
wards forc'd to be perpetually changing, and could 


| fiad no Power that was able to protect em long, but 


ſaw more Turns and Revolutions tn the Compaſs of a 


few Months than had happen'd in a Thooſand Years 


before. Je] on 
New Schemes and Models of Government were dai- 


ly faſhion'd, ſome of which dy'd in Embrio, others 
made a Blaze for a ſort Time, but no ſooner had they 
tura'd themſelves to the new- ſtarted Light, in hopes 


to be warm'd and directed by it, but the airy Meteor 


diſappear d. 5 | 

'Twas a common thing then to ſee Servants on 
Horſeback, whilſt Princes walk'd on Foot, to ſee the 
meaneſt of the People in the higheſt Places; and one 
might have ſeen Jetham's Parable exactly verify'd, 
when iaitcad of the Fatneſs of the Olive, and the Fruit- 


# ulneſs 
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fulneſs of the Vine, the Supreme Dominion was inveſted 
in the deſpicable, the uſeleſs, the hurtful Bramb!es. 

, Then as to Spirituals. Did the Authors of thoſe 
Troubles find their Account in em? Were they able 
at laſt quietly to eſtabliſh their own Way of Worſhip, 
and had they not many contending Rivals? Were not 
their own Complaints againſt the Hierarchy, of rakir 

too much upon em, impoſing on the Lord's People, and de- 
priving 'em of their Chriſtian Liberty, return'd upon 
themſelves? Was there a greater Advancement of Pie- 
ty whilſt the Sacrament was rarely adminiſter'd, the 
Catechizing of Youth exceedingly neglected, and al- 
moſt all Religion reſolv'd into Hearing? Was there a 
greater Liberty of Conſcience when the prevailing, Sect 


tor the Time condemn'd the Toleration of the relt as 
Antichriſtian ? 


En quo Diſcordia Cives 
Perduxit miſeros ! 


' Theſe were the bleſſed Fruits of Diſcord and Rebellion, 
this was the Price of overturning a legally and peace- 
ably ſettled Conſtitntion. 


As another bad Effet, (but, God be praiſed, that's 


over too) of this Day's Cruelty, may be reckon'd the 


imminent Danger we were in, not many Years ſince, 
of the return ot Popiſh Superſtition into this Nation, to 
which, in all Human Probability, the greateſt part of 
it had in a little Time relaps'd, had not Providence de- 
feated the Deſigns that were form'd againſt our Holy 
Religion by the late happy Revolution. : 
That very Danger, 1 ſay, of Popery, may be impu- 
ted, in its Original, to thoſe. who, by baniſhing che 
Royal Progeny, aad obliging 'em to fly for Shelter to 
the Court of a Popiſh Prince, expos'd 'em to the utmoſt 
Temptation of changing the Religion of the Connery 
the y 
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they had left for that of the Place where they were en- 
tertain'd; it did, in Fact, ſo happen, that they were 
earneſtly ſollicited to that Effect, and one of em we 
know, (and we had like to have known it at too dear 
a Rate) unhappily comply'd with the Temptation. 
But there are ſome ill Confequences of that great 
Rebellion that ſtill affect vs, and particularly the un- 
happy Diviſions that reign among us. Tis a ſad and 
deplorable thing indeed that Men who are Profeſſors 
of the ſame Religion, who have the ſame Politica] Ob- 
ligations, who are bound by all the Ties both of Inte- 
reſt and Duty to direct their Deſigns and Actions to the 
ſame End, ſhould notwithſtanding fly into ſich oppo- 
ſite Extremes, and brand cach other with ſuch oppro- 
brious Names. L 
Such Jealous and Surmiſes, ſuch James of Diſtin- 


ction, and forming of Parties, were the fatal Beginnings . 


of that Inteſtine War, which depopulated and laid waſte 
this flouriſhing Kingdom, and ended in the Murder of 
the Sovereign, and the total Overthrow of all orderly 
Government both in Church and State; and that Spirit 
of Diviſion which then began. to reign has never ſiuce 
been totally ejected. | 


Add to this, that many looſe Principles as to G- 


vernment were then imbib'd, of which it were much to 
be wiſh'd there were no Tiacture ſtill remaining, 


And (which is worſt of all) it is too certain that 


the Pretenccs to 2 more than ordinary Sanity, and 


the great Appearance of Godlineſs in ſuch Numbers of 


Men, who yet, when the Mask was off, were found to 


be wicked co the laſt Degree, and to have acted by no 


Principles but Intereſt and Ambition, gave an unhappy 


Diſgoſt to many Obſervers of their Conduct, againſt 


all that fivonr'd of Piety or Goodneſs, and rais'd an 
unjuſt Soſpicion In 'em, that all Religion was counter- 
teir, chat whoever went under the Character of a devour 
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Perſon was only acting a Part in order to deceive; thus 
were the Seeds of Arbeiſm and Irreligion ſown, which 
have ſince thriven but too well, and yielded a very un- 
gracious Encreaſe. 

1. To the ſame Caule too we may aſcribe almoſt all 
our Differences in Religion. We can call upon all the 
Perſuaſions but one, who enjoy the Benefit of the Tole- 
ration, (and may it ever be enjoy'd by Conſciences truly 
tender) to look back to thoſe unhappy Times for their 
firſt Original, and ſee in the midſt of how much Licen- 
ticyſneſs and Diſorder they were propagated and began 
to ſpread. | 

I ſhall only crave your farther Patience while I apply 
what has been ſaid in Two ſhort Moral Reflections, both 
which I ſhall take from the concluding Prayer in the 
Service for the Day, where we beſeech God, that nei- 
ther the Splendor of any thing that is great, nor the Conceit 
of any thing that is good in us, may any ways withdraw our 
Eyes from looking on our ſelves as ſinful Duſt and Aſhes. 

Firſt then, from the Tragical Event of this Day we 
may obſerve the Uzcertainty of all Human State and 
Grandeur. Of how ſhort Continuance, and conſequent- 
ly of how little Value, is the moſt glitterigg Pomp, 
that attracts our vain Eyes, and ſtrikes us with Admi- 
ration! Of how ſlippery a Tenure muſt leſſer Dignities 
and Honours be, if Majeſty it ſelf be fo iaſecure! How 
little is the Condition * Princes to be envy'd, who 
have often Occaſion to envy the Quiet and Repoſe of 
the meaneſt of their Subjects, who can fleep ſecurely, 
whilſt they are waking and caring for 'em! They are 


equally expos'd ro Pain and Sickneſs, to Infirmity and 


Diſeaſes; they lye as open to a natural, and much more 
open to a violent Death; Plots and Conſpiracies, Aſaſſi- 
nations and Poyſorings, are Accidents peculiar to the 
Royal Liſt of Mortality, and ſeldom bring a Subject to 
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Nor is the Fame of Priuces leſs liable to Ivy than 
their Perſons, Calumny dares even aſſault the Throne; 
and fears not to trample on Regal Serulchers; thore is 


none ſo great and inacceilible as to be ont of the reach 
of that intrading Monſter, who will 51--k&2n and ſully 


the cleareſt Fame, turn the brighro Ornaments and 
Beauties into Deformities, detreꝗ itom the mail heroi- 
cal and princely Vertues, and transform, to the Ap- 
pearance of ſich as ſee by her Glaſs, a good o into 
a wicked Jeroboam. Aud as the moſt conſpicuous Great- 
neſs is no Preſcrvative againſt the common Calamities 


of the World, ſo neither, 


Secondly, is the moſt eminent Goodneſs. Trials and 
Afflictions are the common Lot of Mortality, and eve- 
ry Man, more or leſs, muſt ſuſtain his Share of 'em; 
in this the Righteous and Wicked fare alike, nor can 
a Man judge of Love or Hatred by all that is before 
him. 

There are indeed many Paſſages of Scripture that en- 
courage a good Man to expect even the Bleſſings of this 
Life, and, ordinarily ſpeaking, he does actually enjoy 
dem, at leaſt in a contented Mind and quiet Conſcience, 
which comprehends them all; but we are to look upon 
theſe Paſſages as Moral Obſervations, not as abſolute 
Promiſes; that according to the moſt rational, moſt 
probable, moſt natural Event, ſuch Temporal Bleſſings 
would be allotted to good Men, not that each particu- 
Jar good Man ſhould be poſſeſt'd of every one of 'em, 
for that would be in ſome meaſure to have his Portion 
here. | | 

All this is beſide our Contract with God, the Reward 
there ſt ipulated is the Kingdom of Heaven, and if he does 
think fic to add theſe Things ants us, and to enlarge our 
Portion, by the Acceſſion of ſome external good 
Things, *tis. over and above pur covenanted Recom- 
penſe. | 


But 
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But whatever the Lot may be of a Righteous Man 
here on Earth, he will be ſure of his Reward in a better 
Place, in thoſe Regions of endleſs Bliſs and Glory, 
where the Bleſſed Martyr, whom we this Day comme- 
morate, we may charitably preſume, is now adorn'd 


with that Crown of Life, which he purchas'd by his cou- 
ſtaut Perſeverance unto Death. | 
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